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(4) Implement targeted deterrence of vio-
lent offenders through (a) improved co-
ordination with probation and parole of-
ficials supervising such offenders, and
(b) swift and certain punishment for
those found to have violated the condi-
tions of their parole or probation; and

(5) Promote problem-solving analysis and
innovative strategies to work closely
with community members to identify
gun criminals, remove weapons in the
hands of juveniles, search for and seize
crime guns, and increase the public’s
knowledge of their community’s gun-re-
lated crime and violence problem.

Finally, I direct you to make recommenda-
tions on how best to allocate Federal re-
sources to support the goals of the strategy
you develop. I further direct you to provide
me with your report on this integrated fire-
arms violence reduction strategy within 90
days of the date of this memorandum.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Returning From
Camp David, Maryland
March 22, 1999

Kosovo
I want to give you a brief update about

the situation in Kosovo and make a few com-
ments.

It is clear that Serb forces are now engaged
in further attacks on Kosovar civilians. Al-
ready more than 40,000 Serb security forces
are poised in and around Kosovo, with addi-
tional units on the way. These actions are
in clear violation of commitments Serbia
made last October when we obtained the
cease-fire agreement.

As part of our determined efforts to seek
a peaceful solution, I asked Ambassador
Holbrooke to see President Milosevic and
make clear the choice he faces. That meeting
is either going on now or should start in the
next few minutes. If President Milosevic con-
tinues to choose aggression over peace,
NATO’s military plans must continue to
move forward.

I will be in close consultation with our
NATO allies and with Congress. Over the
weekend, I met with my national security

team to discuss the military options. I also
spoke with other NATO leaders by tele-
phone. There is strong unity among the
NATO allies. We all agree that we cannot
allow President Milosevic to continue the ag-
gression with impunity. I have also sent a let-
ter to President Yeltsin about the urgency
of the situation.

Our objective in Kosovo remains clear: to
stop the killing and achieve a durable peace
that restores Kosovars to self-government,
the self-government that President Milosevic
stripped away from them a decade ago. We
and our NATO allies, and Russia, all agree
that this is the right goal. The Kosovar Alba-
nians have accepted this course. Only Presi-
dent Milosevic and Serbia stand in the way
of peace. Serbia’s mounting aggression must
be stopped.

Since the adjournment of the peace talks
in Paris less than a week ago, an estimated
30,000 more Kosovars have fled their homes.
The number now exceeds more than a quar-
ter of a million people, one out of every eight
people in Kosovo. Many of them now are
in neighboring Albania, Macedonia, and
Montenegro, all of which could be quickly
drawn into this conflict. So could other na-
tions in the region, including Bosnia where
allied determination ended a terrible war,
and our allies Greece and Turkey.

Seeking to end this tragedy in Kosovo and
finding a peaceful solution is the right thing
to do. It is also the smart thing to do, very
much in our national interests, if we are to
leave a stable, peaceful, and democratic Eu-
rope to our children. We have learned a lot
of lessons in the last 50 years. One of them
surely is that we have a stake in European
freedom and security and stability. I hope
that can be achieved by peaceful means. If
not, we have to be prepared to act.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Special Envoy Richard
Holbrooke; President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro); and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia.
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Remarks at the Legislative
Convention of the American
Federation of State, County,
and Municipal Employees
March 23, 1999

The President. I ought to be late more
often. [Laughter] Well, let me thank you for
the wonderful welcome. And Gerry, Bill,
Glenn, Charles, Carol, ladies and gentlemen,
it was—it’s hard to believe; it’s been 7 years
ago when I first began talking to Gerry and
Bill and other members of your union. I
spent about 5 minutes with Gerry McEntee,
and I thought, boy, this is going to be a hard
sell. [Laughter] But I also thought to myself,
I believe this guy would be for me; he’d stick.
And boy does he stick. [Laughter] I tell you.

Even though I was a dues paying member
of AFSCME when I was Governor, I never—
therefore, I knew who Gerry McEntee was,
you know, and I sort of felt like I was getting
my money’s worth. [Laughter] There are a
lot of things I didn’t know. Like, I never
knew why green was the official color of
AFSCME. [Laughter] Until I saw the smile
on McEntee’s face on Saint Patrick’s Day.
[Laughter] And I realized that was not a
democratically arrived at decision. [Laugh-
ter] And being Irish, I liked it that way.

In a way, public employees and the Irish
are a lot alike. They’re integral to everything
that’s really important in our country, and
both have had to fight real hard to get the
necessary respect in the United States. And
so I came here also to say thank you, thank
you, thank you. I should be thanking you,
not the other way around. All I did was what
I told you I would do, but if you hadn’t
helped me, I wouldn’t have been here in the
first place. And I thank you.

I would also like to remind you that we
have almost 25 percent of the life of this ad-
ministration still left, and it ought to be the
best part for America if we do the right
things.

Now, you all know why I’m late today. I’ve
been in a meeting with a very large number
of Members of Congress in both Houses and
both parties, including the leadership, to talk
about the problem in Kosovo. And one of
the Members who was there, a man from
my part of the country, he said, ‘‘You know,

Mr. President, I support your policy, but
most of my folks couldn’t find Kosovo on a
map. They don’t know where it is, and they
never thought about it before it appeared on
CNN. And you need to tell people what
you’re doing there and why—why it’s impor-
tant to us.’’

So I need to talk about that today. But
I also need to talk about the domestic issues
that we’re working on—about Social Secu-
rity, about Medicare, about education. And
so I would like to begin by going back to
1992 and to try to ask you to do something
that most of the time I can’t persuade the
American people to do, which is to think
about our foreign policy and our domestic
policy as two sides of the same coin in a world
that is growing smaller and smaller and more
and more interconnected.

Most Americans think about politics in
terms of putting bread on the table, edu-
cating their children, owning a home, being
able to have health care, looking forward to
a secure retirement, dealing maybe with en-
vironmental issues that are immediate and
real, like clean air and clean water. And we’re
all that way about everything, even our own
jobs. The further something gets away from
us, the harder it is for us to imagine that
it is directly important to us.

But when I ran for President in 1992, one
of the things I said over and over and over
again was that in the 21st century the divid-
ing line between foreign and domestic policy
would blur. Now, I’d like to just take you
back 7 years to what ideas I brought to this
job, talk a little bit about this matter in
Kosovo, and then move into the domestic
issues that we’re so concerned about that are
being debated in the Congress now.

I ran for President in 1991 and 1992 be-
cause I believed our country lacked a uni-
fying vision and strategy for 21st century
America. And I knew what I wanted America
to look like and to be like. I wanted an Amer-
ica where the American dream was alive and
well for every citizen responsible enough to
work for it. With all of our increasing diver-
sity in America, I wanted an America that
really reaffirmed the idea of community, of
belonging; the idea that none of us can pur-
sue our individual destinies as fully on our
own as we can when we want our neighbors
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